
MAKES A GREAT GIFT
FOR ANY K-STATE FAN!
Available at any of the following:

Claflin Books • The Dusty Bookshelf
K-State Campus Store • Varney’s • Amazon

I N D E P E N D E N T  V O I C E  F O R  K A N S A S  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y

© 2015 collegian media group

VOL. 120   NO. 104

www.kstatecollegian.com

MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2015

44 66Agriculture cuts may 
mean increased fees

Transportation cuts 
take toll on projects

FACT OF THE DAY

@kstatecollegian

/kstatecollegian

SOCIAL MEDIA

A group of toads 
is called a knot.

uselessfacts.net

@kstatecollegian

/ecollegian

fter Kansas’ tax cuts resulted in the state los-
ing almost one-third of its necessary revenue, 
budget cuts have been made in order to fi ll the 

$344 million budget defi cit projected by the Kansas 
Division of the Budget for the June 30 end of the 
2015 fi scal year.

Although numbers are not offi cial for fi scal 
years 2016 and 2017, signifi cant cuts are going to 
be made in many areas.

According to the Division of the Budget, the 
Department of Education (which oversees K-12 
public schools) is facing a 1.5 percent cut in fund-
ing for the end of the 2015 fi scal year. The cuts for 
K-12 education total $28.3 million statewide, while 
higher education funding is being cut by 2 percent 
to help make up $16.2 million of the defi cit.

Cuts to Manhattan schools total $319,705, 
while K-State lost $2.1 million in state funding 
for the university: $292,000 for the K-State Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine and $949,000 for 
Research and Extension, according to Sen. Tom 
Hawk, D-Clay, Geary and Riley County.

Additionally, the school funding formula 
– which is currently designed to provide ex-
tra funding to schools in poorer counties – is 
changing into a simpler block-form funding.

“One of the arguments is the school fi -
nance formula is too complicated, but it 
takes into account parts like costs of lon-
ger-distance busing, numbers of at-risk 
kids, special education and gifted kids, 
and college prep courses,” Hawk said. 
“There are lots of factors in that for-
mula that take into account how to 
educate fairly. I don’t know how 
the Governor (Sam Brownback) 
plans to justify (removing those 
factors).”

By Chloe Creager
the collegian

How governor Brownback is fi lling the

GAP

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7, 
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The Fourum is a quirky view of campus 
life in voices from the K-State commu-
nity. Positive and humorous comments 
are selected for publication by the 
Collegian marketing staff .

Editor’s note: To submit your Fourum 
contribution, call or text 785-260-0207 
or email thefourum@kstatecollegian.
com. Your e-mail address or phone 
number is logged but not published.

March means no more snow, right?

785-260-0207

Am I the only who’s seen blue and 
black AND white and gold?

Why is there someone jogging back-
wards on campus?
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Use numbers 1-6 in each row and column without repeating. The numbers in each outlined area 
must combine to produce the target number in each area using the mathematical operation 
indicated.

KenKen | Medium 

Friday, Feb. 27

Brian Lee Havens, of the 1600 block of Fairchild Avenue, was 
booked for violating protection orders. Bond was set at $1,500. 

Richard Allen Overcast, of the 1700 block of Hudson Avenue, 
was booked for driving under the infl uence. Bond was set at $750.

Jennifer Carleen Payton, of Wamego, was booked for driving 
under the infl uence. Bond was set at $750.

Reed Allen Wells, of Wichita, was booked for driving under 
the infl uence and buying or purchasing alcohol for a minor. Bond 
was set at $750.

Isabel Jessica Torkey, of Fort Riley, was booked for driving 
under the infl uence. No bond was set.

Saturday, Feb. 28

Hanlin Tang, of the 1400 block of McCain Lane, was booked 
for driving under the infl uence. Bond was set at $750.

Daniel Kirk Dimond, of the 2100 block of Westchester Drive, 
was booked for aggravated burglary and criminal damage to prop-
erty. Bond was set at $10,000.

Jermaine Terrale Collins, of Kansas City, Kansas, was booked 
for aggravated battery. Bond was set at $5,000.

Blake Charles Lagabed, of the 3500 block of Silver Creek 
Road, was booked for probation violation. Bond was set at $362.

Joseph Lajuan Lemon, of the 1000 block of Freemont Street, 
was booked for driving with a cancelled, suspended or revoked li-
cense. Bond was set at $1,500.

Daundra Odae Brown, of Manhattan, was booked for proba-
tion violation. Bond was set at $500.

Ildefonso Antonio J Contreras, of Fort Riley, was booked for 
criminal trespass, purchasing or consuming alcohol for a minor and 
obstructing the legal process. Bond was set at $1,500.

Kindal Riane Deters, of the 1500 block of Oxford Place, was 
booked for criminal trespass and purchasing or consuming alcohol 
as a minor. Bond was set at $750.

Maria L. Trejo, of Fort Riley, was booked for purchasing or 
consuming alcohol as a minor, obstructing the legal process and 
battery against a law enforcement offi cer. Bond was set at $3,000.
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After the news that state 
revenues fell short $47 million 
dollars in January, Gov. Sam 
Brownback announced he will 
cut funding to public schools 
and universities to help keep 
the state from defaulting on 
its debt when fi scal year 2015 
ends in June.

According to the Kansas 
Division of the Budget, K-12 
public schools, through the 
Department of Education, will 
see a decrease of 1.5 percent 
in their budgets, while univer-
sities will be cut by 2 percent. 
Together, these cuts are esti-
mated to save $44.5 million, 
which the governor intends to 
use to help keep the state sol-
vent through 2015’s $344 mil-
lion budget shortfall.

Even so, the budget for 
fi scal year 2016 (which begins 
July 1) is projected to fall short 
$600 million.

Many blame the state’s 
budget crisis on the deep in-
come tax cuts the governor is-
sued as a response to the 2007-
09 recession. Even members 
of Brownback’s own party are 
worried about how deep these 
cuts will go.

“The key thing is that there 
is a direct cause and effect,” 
Sen. Tom Phillips, R-Manhat-
tan, said. “If state funding to 
universities and public schools 
continues to decrease, it’s my 
fear that those cuts will have 
to be offset by an increase in 
tuition and user fees. But even 
more so is the effect it will have 
on the education of those kids.”

The 2 percent reduction of 
university funding will result 
in a total $3.4 million cut to 
the budget of K-State for the 
current fi scal year. The admin-
istration is currently working 
on a plan to announce how the 
cuts will affect the university.

“We are still working on 
how the recent 2015 budget 

cuts announced by the gov-
ernor will affect our campus, 
and plan on making a decision 
and announcing the plan to the 
campus around the fi rst week 
of March,” Cindy Bontrager, 
vice president for administra-
tion and fi nance, said.

According to Bontrager, 
students can be assured that the 
cuts for this year will not affect 
tuition rates.

“This particular reduction 
is one-time and will not impact 
tuition rates or affect our en-
rollment,” Bontrager said. “We 
are continuing to monitor the 
legislature’s actions as they are 
working on the fi scal year 2016 
and 2017 budgets.”

Though the cuts an-
nounced in February will neg-
atively impact the university, 
it is the uncertainty and fear of 
deeper cuts for the next fi scal 
year that has the administration 
worried.

Reagan Kays, student 
body president, said he is con-
cerned that the budgets for fi s-
cal years 2016 and 2017 will 
have an effect on tuition rates.

“My worry is that when we 
have the budgets for 2016 and 
2017 that it will directly affect 
tuition,” Kays said. “Our goal 
is to keep those rates as low as 
possible, but the fact is that tui-
tion helps cover what we don’t 
get from the state.”

For public schools, the 
impact of the cuts may be 
even larger. According to the 
National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics, state and local 
governments contribute to 
92 percent of elementary and 
secondary education budgets. 
Without the ability to raise fees 
or tuition, cuts at the K-12 lev-
el will directly affect students’ 
education.

Brownback said he be-
lieves school districts will be 
able to work with the Kansas 
Department of Education to 
use reserve funding to offset 
the effects of the cuts.

“The dramatic increase 
in state education funding 

that has occurred over the last 
four years is unsustainable,” 
Brownback said in a Feb. 5 
press release. “School districts 
are estimated to have approxi-
mately $381 million in reserve 
fund balances to help them off-
set the smaller than expected 
increase in state funding. The 
Kansas Department of Educa-
tion should work with school 
districts to help them with any 
cash fl ow challenges that may 
arise.”

Though the department of 
education does have funds to 
help school districts deal with 
the cuts, schools across the 
state still must fi nd ways to re-

duce their expenditures by the 
end of the fi scal year. Districts 
such as USD 383 in Manhattan 
are working to address the cuts 
in ways that will have the least 
impact on student’s education.

“What we have started 
looking at is the operational 
aspect of everything we do,” 
Robert Shannon, USD 383 
superintendent, said. “We are 
about halfway through the 
process and no decisions have 
been made. What we’re trying 
to fi nd are things that won’t 
have that impact on education. 
I would estimate that we will 
know by late April or early 
May.”

For fi scal year 2016, 
school districts are expect-
ed to face the challenge of 
more spending cuts as well as 
a change in how schools can 
form their budgets.

“Next year’s (budget) 
hasn’t been put together and 
when it is we don’t know the 
framework of the rules for 
making the budget; it will 
change,” Shannon said.

There is still a chance that 
public schools may be able to 
retain the funds that have been 
cut from their budgets. In De-
cember 2014, a group of school 
districts fi led suit against the 
government for letting state 

funding of public schools fall 
below the level required by the 
Kansas Constitution. The de-
cision has made its way to the 
Kansas Supreme Court, and if 
the court’s verdict is in favor 
it could order the government 
to increase spending on public 
schools.

When the Governor’s of-
fi ce was contacted for com-
ments, the Kansas State Col-
legian was initially told to 
call back later to reach Gov. 
Brownback for comment. Lat-
er inquiry resulted in being told 
the governor was unavailable 
and that offi cial comments had 
to come from him.

March 2nd - 4th

Clothes collected
will be donated to 
the Salvation Army

ClothingClothing Drive
at K-State
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While the cuts to the Kan-
sas Department of Agriculture 
budget are no larger than in 
other state departments, differ-
ent changes in legislation and 
taxation are beginning to hurt 
Kansas farmers.

Barry Flinchbaugh, pro-
fessor in agricultural econom-
ics, explains that the tax mix – 
composed of income tax, sales 
tax and property tax – is chang-
ing with the governors’ new 
tax policy and what legislation 
passed two years ago to shift 
taxes away from income taxes. 
The tax basis is changing from 
income tax to property tax.

“Nobody pays more taxes 
than farmers, as an industry,” 
Flinchbaugh said.

S-178 is targeting how the 

state appraises farm land for 
tax purposes. In the past, farm 
land had been appraised based 
on the income it produces for 
the agricultural industry. This 
bill proposes that land be ap-
praised for market value. This 
is eliminating what has been 
known as use-value appraisal.

“This (new tax policy) 
will increase property taxes for 
farmers probably $200 million 
statewide,” Flinchbaugh said.

Farmland close to urban 
areas has a much higher mar-
ket value than other farmland 
because it has the potential to 
be urbanized.

The state implemented use 
value appraisal in 1989, com-
pletely taking fair market value 
out of the calculation, accord-
ing to the Kansas Department 
of Revenue.

According to Flinchbaugh, 
the push to go back to the old 
system of market value based 

taxes came from the state need-
ing money and the experiment 
to eliminate income taxes.

When questioned regard-
ing the potential tax changes, 
the Gov. Sam Brownback’s 
offi ce directed the Kansas 
State Collegian to Kansas Ag-
riculture Secretary Jackie Mc-
Claskey’s editorial, “Editorial: 
Kansas Secretary of Ag. Mc-
Claskey on Senate Bill 178.”

The editorial said that 
Gov. Brownback does not sup-
port this bill, nor does McClas-
key.

Rep. Sydney Carlin, 
D-Manhattan, said the depart-
ment of agriculture budget will 
not be cut more than any other 
budget. All budgets are being 
cut by 4 percent in 2015 and by 
8 percent in 2016.

Carlin, like Flinchbaugh, 
is not in favor of the change to 
market value land appraisal.

“We thought at the time it 

was a fair formula, and I still 
think it is,” Carlin said.

Carlin spoke with Mc-
Claskey about the 4 percent 
cut; McClaskey said she will 
deal with the cuts because she 
is supposed to. McClaskey ex-
plained that one of the problem 
areas is with high school agri-
cultural education programs.

The department of agricul-
ture has also had to scale back 
on non-solution and stream 
bank rebuilding, which is 
needed to help rebuild and sus-
tain the banks water streams 
and lakes, Carlin said.

One way the Department 
of Agriculture is looking at re-
placing lost funds is by imple-
menting more fees in various 
places, Carlin said.

Another way to make up 
for the defi cit would be an in-
crease in the cost of water. Tom 
Sloan, R-Lawrence, introduced 
H.R. 2014 to establish a clean 

drinking water fee.
“A lot of programs and 

state paid services in the state 
will be scaled back,” Carlin 
said. “Budgets are not done 
yet.”

John Floros, dean of the 
College of Agriculture and di-
rector of K-State Research and 
Extension, is examining all the 
budgets and how the university 
will handle the 2 percent re-
duction in funding.

Research and Extension 
is not funded by the depart-
ment of agriculture; however, 
it does receive funds to support 
the Agricultural Experiment 
Stations, which are located 
throughout the state, and the 
Cooperative of Extension Sys-
tem, which reaches each coun-
ty.

Floros said they do not 
know what will be cut until 
they receive a fi nal notice from 
the university. The cuts will 

mainly impact positions that 
are not currently fi lled, and 
will not be fi lled again.

“Almost every faculty 
member we have on faculty 
teaches, researches and works 
with extension,” Floros said. 
“All are intermingled.”

The opportunity to be in-
volved in experiment stations 
and extension systems helps to 
support the nearly 360 faculty 
members in the fi ve colleges, 
as well as helps K-State bring 
more teachers and expertise to 
students and the university, ac-
cording to Floros.

The department of agricul-
ture’s budget is not being cut 
any more than other budgets; 
however, the agriculture in-
dustry is being asked to make 
up a disproportional amount of 
the shortfall by the changes in 
appraisal for property tax and 
the reduction in the budget for 
higher education.

Kansas’ agriculture industry could suffer from more than budget cuts
By Jena Ernsting

the collegian

Evert Nelson | the collegian
Hay bales sit in a fi eld south of Manhattan during sunset on Feb. 22. A House Bill was introduced recently that would help fi ll the state’s future potential shortfall by placing a fee on clean drinking water.

By Jay Woofter
the collegian

Gov. Brownback silent as questions arise over FY 2016 education cuts



College is expensive, and tuition 
rates continue to rise. Students need 
money to cover the costs of classes, 
and minimum wage jobs aren’t 
cutting it. While prostitution may be 
illegal, that hasn’t stopped college 
students all over the country from 
taking the handouts of older adults 
who have money to spend.

The website Seeking Arrange-
ment (created in 2006) is an online 
dating platform that offers more to 
its users than just fi nding a potential 
companion. Wealthy men, otherwise 
known as “sugar daddies” sign up in 
hopes of fi nding young women, or 
“sugar babies,” in need of fi nancial 
support. The roles can be reversed 
as well, as “male sugar babies” can 
seek “sugar mommas” online. On 
this website, mutually benefi cial 
relationships are created – but not in 
the loving, marriage-potential way.

According to a Sept. 29, 2014 
CNN article titled, “Dating website 
founder says love doesn’t exist,” 
Seeking Arrangement CEO Brandon 
Wade initially created the website 
because he was too shy to approach 
women in person.

“I had a problem: I fi nally had 
the tools to succeed with women, but 

lacked the confi dence to approach 
them in public,” Wade said in the 
article.

Wealth and success are the tools 
to which he is referring. Women have 
become so objectifi ed with this idea 
of “sugar babies” that Wade implies 
that we can simply be bought. This 
site encourages women to be paid in 
the twisted form of an escort service 
to help with bills.

Women are also referred to on 
the website as trophy wives, or arm 
candy.

If this isn’t demeaning, I’m not 
sure what is.

College students have the high-
est growing number of users on the 
website, according to the company. 
The list of the top 10 schools where 
the most college students use the 
website include NYU, University 
of Toronto and Penn State. Even 

Harvard makes the top 10 list.
Although the website does not 

specifi cally promote sex, it is implied 
that many of the relationships that 
begin through Seeking Arrangement 
end in one person receiving sex, and 
the other getting a fat check in return. 
This is just a ploy to avoid ever 
calling this website exactly what it is: 
prostitution.

Young men and women alike 
should fi nd a different way to pay for 
college tuition and debt. Becoming a 
“sugar baby” is not a viable option, 
and it is unsafe. You never know who 
you are agreeing to meet after just 
viewing someone’s profi le.

A 2013 study shows that an 
alarming number of teenage girls are 
willing and able to meet with strang-
ers they have met on online plat-
forms. Thirty percent of the surveyed 
girls said they have met with a person 

in real life who they had previously 
spoken to online. Many of the girls 
had not confi rmed the person’s iden-
tity prior to their meeting.

So many college students 
struggle fi nancially. Websites like this 
should not prey upon young people 
with alternatives (such as an escort 
service) to alleviate some of these 
bills. It is disrespectful and demean-
ing. Working multiple jobs while 
attending college may sound like a 
struggle, but no student should have 
to resort to becoming a “sugar baby.”

The views and opinions expressed 
in this column are those of the author 
and do not necessarily refl ect the offi -
cial policy or position of The Collegian.

Kelly Iverson is a senior in mass 
communications. Please send com-
ments to opinion@kstatecollegian.com.
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Kelly Iverson
the collegian

Chelsea Fleming
sophomore, biological

systems engineering

“If you could ask your future self one question, 
what would you ask?”

“Does engineering pay 
off, and is it all worth it?”

Street  Talk

Ajay Shenold
senior,

chemical engineering

“What’s the best place 
you’ve traveled to?”

Chelsea Moore
sophomore,
spanish and

microbiology pre-med

“I would ask future me what 
advice they’d give to current 
me to succeed in the future.”

Jacob Miles
junior,

electrical engineering

“Stocks!”

Jordan Green
sophomore,

architecture

“What would you have 
done differently and 

why?”

compiled by Vail Moshiri

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

Kansas was $344 million 
in the hole. Gov. Sam Brown-
back’s solution? Take money 
from pensions, road mainte-
nance and education.

Whether or not you support 

the cuts, they only stanch the 
bleeding created by Brown-
back’s fi scal policies. Covering 
the wound with quick budget 
cuts, though, doesn’t address 
potential problems in the future. 
In the next fi scal year, Kansas 
faces a potential shortfall of 
almost $600 million, according 
to The New York Times.

Brownback cut funding for 
education by $44.5 million after 
January tax income came in 
$47.2 million short of original 
expectations.

In 2012 and 2013, lawmak-
ers slashed personal income 
taxes on the top earners by 29 
percent. They also exempted 

281,000 business owners and 
53,000 farmers complete-
ly from state income taxes, 
according to The Lawrence 
Journal-World.

The result has been a fi scal 
disaster. Instead of receiving 
more income from taxes, as 
Brownback promised, the state 
has received less. Lawmakers 
found themselves in a no-win 
situation as they scrambled to 
fi nd a way to make up for the 
budget shortfall.

What will happen next 
year? Will we see another situa-
tion where our elected offi cials 
fl y by the seat of their pants in 
order to keep the state running?

Cutting from government 
should be part of a plan rather 
than a reaction. Hasty decision 
making has never been our 
government’s strong suit, and 
it shows in the cuts that were 
made.

It’s too much to hope for 
the tax cuts to be reversed. 
Instead, Brownback wants to 
fi nd new ways to tax Kansans. 
He proposed to increase the 
liquor tax from 8 percent to 12 
percent and almost triple the tax 
on cigarettes from 79 cents to 
$2.29 a pack.

The so-called “sin tax” 
shows us more about Brown-
back’s lack of morality. Rather 

than make businesses pay their 
fair share, this governor would 
prefer the tax burden be shoul-
dered on individuals.

Luckily, the proposal 
does not seem to have much 
support in Topeka, according 
to The Kansas City Star. House 
Speaker Ray Merrick spoke out 
against the taxes.

“I don’t want to chase the 
revenue we already do collect 
on alcohol and tobacco across 
the state line, which will defeat 
the purpose of raising taxes 
on those products in the fi rst 
place,” Merrick said in a writ-
ten statement.

The worst part of this is 

bad planning. Brownback has 
proven himself to be incompe-
tent when it comes to balancing 
the budget. As we enter his new 
term in offi ce, the thought of 
every Kansan should be, “What 
gets cut next?”

The views and opinions 
expressed in this column are 
those of the author and do not 
necessarily refl ect the offi cial 
policy or position of The Colle-
gian.

Jon Parton is a senior in 
mass communications. Please 
send comments to opinion@
kstatecollegian.com.

Brownback’s incompetent planning dug the state of Kansas into a hole

Jon Parton
the collegian

Students shouldn’t go to ‘sugar daddies’ for financial aid

Illustration by Taylor Shanklin
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With the 2016-2017 fi scal 
year budget in the works, budget 
cuts in certain departments have 
been a concern. The Department 
of Transportation is one of the 
departments facing proposed 
budget cuts.

According to the Kansas Di-
vision of the budget, KDOT was 
allotted a $7.8 million decrease 
in funding for fi scal year 2015, 
although the amount is subject to 
legislation changes.

Currently, no projects have 
been cancelled, but two Manhat-
tan projects have been delayed 
due to budget cuts. Projects that 
have already been announced in 
advance before the proposed cuts 
are not supposed to be affected.

“A lot of people view (the 
budget cut) as a short-sighted 
thing,” Theo Stavropoulos, spe-
cial project coordinator for com-
munications, said.

According to the Kansas 
Constitution, the state is not al-
lowed to run a defi cit. Due to 
decreased revenue from Brown-
back’s tax cuts, budget cuts in 
departments such as KDOT may 
be necessary in order to avoid a 

defi cit.
In addition to KDOT’s cuts, 

$95 million from the State High-
way fund is to be transferred to 
the general fund.

“If Gov. Brownback elects 
to pull funds from the T-WORKS 
Program to fi ll in short falls then 
more projects and programs will 
be in danger of delays and/or 
cancelations,” Robert Ott, direc-
tor of public works of Manhat-
tan, said in an email.

According to Ott, there are 
two projects in Manhattan, the 
Interchange of K-18 and K-113 
and the Corridor Study of K-18 
and US-24, that have been de-
layed until fi scal year 2017. 
These projects and others are in 
danger of being canceled if bud-
get cuts continue to happen.

As of now, though, federal 
funding from the Surface Trans-
portation Program and Special 
Street and Highway Fund are an-
ticipated to be received on sched-
ule. These funds total $2 million 
and generally fund maintenance 
projects as well as the traffi c sig-
nal system and intersection and 
roadway improvements.

Despite concerns of how a 
reduced budget will affect trans-
portation, KDOT announced in 
a press release that projects that 
were scheduled at the begin-

ning of the T-WORKS program 
will continue as scheduled. The 
T-WORKS program is a 10-
year transportation project that 
includes preservation and expan-
sion projects.

Steve Schwartz, chief of 
public affairs of KDOT, said 

that the difference between pres-
ervation and expansion is that 
preservation is more in regards 
to maintenance. Expansions are 
projects such as adding lanes and 
interchanges.

“We are confi dent that even 
with the reduced budget, we will 

meet (our) performance measure 
goals,” Schwartz said.

According to Schwartz, 
KDOT’s performance measures 
are the conditions Kansas roads 
are in. Currently, 98 percent of 
interstate pavements meet per-
formance measure standards, 

while 89 percent of non-inter-
state pavements meet perfor-
mance measures.

KDOT’s goal for the fi s-
cal year 2016, according to 
Schwartz, is to keep 85 percent 
of interstate pavements meeting 
performance measures and 80 
percent of non-interstate pave-
ments meeting performance 
measures. Because of the current 
percentages, Schwartz said he 
does not believe the proposed 
budget cuts will be a problem for 
KDOT.

“Every year, we know we 
have to make transfers to other 
departments,” Schwartz said.

KDOT and the highway 
fund receive funds from the 
motor fi elds tax, portions of 
sales tax revenue, vehicle reg-
istration fees and directly from 
the government. According to 
Schwartz, KDOT often makes 
transfers from the highway fund 
to other departments because 
of budget cuts across the board. 
If the proposed budget cuts are 
passed, Schwartz said that the 
department should have no prob-
lems dealing with the reduced 
funds because that is normal for 
KDOT.

Brownback and his offi ce 
were unavailable for comment at 
the time of submission.

Budget cuts bring KDOT, Manhattan transportation projects to screeching halt
By Kelsey Kendall

the collegian

Evert Nelson | the collegian
Cars travel on I-70 off McDowell Creek Road on Feb. 22. The interstate stretches from Baltimore, 
Maryland to Cove Fort, Utah and is often referred to as the backbone of Kansas.

Students feast at Shamrock for the children

Vail Moshiri | the collegian
A line of students spills out of Kappa Delta’s 1220 Centennial Drive house, waiting to get their fi ll of 
Chipotle, Dominos, Jimmy Johns and more at the sorority’s fi fth annual Shamrock philanthropy on 
Sunday. Eighty percent of the proceeds were donated to the Manhattan Crisis Center, while the remain-
ing 20 percent went to Prevent Child Abuse America.Vail Moshiri | the collegian

Kappa Delta sorority members manage a crowd of students at their fi fth annual Shamrock dinner 
buffet philanthropy on Sunday. The philanthropy raised funds, awareness for child abuse prevention 
organizations.
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The Kansas Department 
of Agriculture is experiencing 
the same 4 percent budget cut 
as all other departments for 
the 2015 fi scal year, equaling a 
loss of $199,668, according to 
the Kansas Division of Admin-
istration.

In future years, though, 
Kansas farmers could be more 
severely impacted fi nancially 
by property taxes and the re-
moval of tax exemptions on 
farm equipment. This would 
happen if Kansas legislators 
pass bills such as S-178. If 

S-178 passes, average farm 
land valuations would increase 
by an estimated average of 473 
percent, according to the Kan-
sas Department of Revenues.

“I don’t think (the tax bills) 
will pass, but I didn’t think the 
income tax cuts would pass 
either,” Hawk said. “If they in-
crease the ag land property tax, 
it’s going to put many farmers 
out of business.”

In order to make up for 
the general cuts, many state 
programs (such as agriculture 
education within schools) are 
being eliminated. Water, too, 
could see a tax increase of 10 

cents per 1,000 gallons, ac-
cording to Rep. Sydney Carlin, 
D- Pottawatomie and Riley 
County.

“The water tax would be 
a good resource, but would get 
swept into the general fund to 
pay the bills (rather than going 
into agriculture),” Carlin said. 
“We’re in dire times – this may 
be the only time we’ve had this 
much trouble. Our ag programs 
are down to thin lines on paper 
or are gone.”

The Kansas Department of 
Transportation is seeing a pro-
jected cut of $7.8 million for 
the end of the 2015 fi scal year, 

according to the Department 
of Administration. These cuts 
will not affect previously-an-
nounced projects, but could de-
lay smaller construction plans 
such as renovations to older 
rural bridges.

Additionally, over $95 
million of the State Highway 
Fund is being transferred to the 
general fund.

Sen. Molly Baumgardner, 
R-Johnson/Miami County, said 
she is concerned about how the 
cuts to transportation will af-
fect Highway 68, which is in 
need of expansion to decrease 
fatalities. That being said, 

Baumgardner noted the proj-
ect will take a long time to get 
rolling even if the cuts weren’t 
happening

“Even if the budget trans-
fers hadn’t occurred, Highway 
68 still would not have four 
lanes; (the project would) take 
two (to) three years from start 
to fi nish,” Baumgardner said.

Baumgardner is also con-
cerned with funds being used 
differently than how they are 
allotted, particularly within 
education. For instance, even 
though $129 million of pub-
lic school funding was agreed 
upon, only $66 million actually 

went out, she said.
“I know (legislators) 

are spending time on the is-
sue trying to fi gure out where 
the money is being spent,” 
Baumgardner said. “I think 
you’re going to see some real 
changes as focus occurs.”

Several Kansas State Col-
legian reporters attempted to 
reach the governor’s offi ce for 
comment, but were met with 
varied success; they were either 
told Gov. Brownback was not 
available for offi cial comment, 
or were directed toward previ-
ously-released statements to 
have their questions answered.

BUDGET | Farmers may face increase in property taxes as result of shortfall
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Earlier in the season against TCU, the 
K-State women’s basketball team surpassed 
their season scoring average at halftime and 
then some in an offensive outburst that near-
ly fi nished with the Wildcats eclipsing the 
100-point mark for the fi rst time in almost a 
decade.

K-State hoped to repeat that performance 
in Forth Worth, Texas Saturday as head coach 
Jeff Mittie returned to face his former team for 
the fi rst time.

TCU, however, had other ideas.
The Horned Frogs held K-State to just 

16 points in the fi rst half on seven-made fi eld 
goals en route to a 67-47 blowout.

Thirty seconds into the game, TCU junior 
guard Zahna Medley made her fi rst 3-point 
shot of the afternoon and never looked back. 
Medley led TCU on a 14-4 run to start the 
game, connecting on three 3-point shots. She 
went on to score a team-high 18 points on 6-9 
shooting in the victory.

K-State was kept alive offensively by 
sophomore forward Breanna Lewis and senior 
guard Ashia Woods. The two combined for 10 
of K-State’s 16 fi rst-half points, but combined 
for just three points in the second half as TCU 
pulled ahead.

The closest the Wildcats would come to 
the Horned Frogs was 13 points in the begin-
ning of the second half. The Horned Frogs 
pulled away with a 10-0 run midway through 
the second half.

TCU shot 54.8 percent from the fi eld in 
the win and 63.2 percent from 3-point range. 
The Horned Frogs came into the contest ranked 
third in the Big 12 in scoring offense (69.5 
points per game), second in fi eld goal percent-
age (.432) and fi rst in 3-point percentage (.376).

K-State shot just 30.8 percent from the 
fi eld and 15.4 percent from 3-point range. Not 
a single Wildcat fi nished in double-fi gures and 

Lewis, who holds the school record for the 
most blocks in the single season, ended the 
game without a blocked shot for the fi rst time 
all season.

It was senior night in Fort Worth, and 
TCU’s seniors stepped up. Guards Natalie 
Ventress and Donielle Breaux combined for 18 
points. Ventress shot 3-5 from 3-point range. 
Forward Chelsea Prince had fi ve steals.

The Horned Frogs now lead the all-time 
series 4-3 against the Wildcats. K-State fell 
to 16-12 overall and 6-11 in conference play, 
while TCU improved to 17-11 and 9-8 in the 
conference.

K-State will take on West Virginia at home 
on Tuesday in the fi nal game of the regular sea-
son. Tipoff is scheduled for 7 p.m. at Bramlage 
Coliseum.

By Liz Heath
the collegian

Wildcats ice cold from the floor 
in 67-47 loss to Horned Frogs

Cassandra Nguyen | the collegian
Senior guard Ashia Woods tries to make 
her way through Oklahoma senior guard 
Sharane Campbell-Olds during the second 
half of the K-State vs. Oklahoma Women’s 
Basketball game on Feb. 21 at Bramlage 
Coliseum. The Wildcats were led by No. 22 
sophomore forward Breanna Lewis with eight 
boards on the night, but the team suffered a 
loss of 73-64 against No. 2 Oklahoma.

here are days in sports where every-
thing seems to click for a team. For the 
K-State equestrian squad, Saturday was 

one of those days and much more.
In the final match of the regular season, 

the Wildcats upset the No.1-ranked Baylor 
Bears 10-9 at Timbercreek Stables. The win 
marked the 18th-straight victory at home and 
seventh home win this season to clinch an un-

defeated home record for the 2014-15 season.
“Our confidence was boosted from that 

win and being back at home,” K-State head 
coach Casie Maxwell said to K-State Sports. 
“We had a great crowd out here today. It was 
really high energy and kept the girls motivat-
ed. The cheering started off with screaming 
and continued at that pace all day long,”

Five seniors were honored for their ac-
complishments Saturday. It was a junior and 
sophomore, however, who stole the show 
and achieved Most Outstanding Performance 
awards.

Sophomore Henley Adkins earned a 83-
69 victory over Baylor’s Jenny Mitchell in 
Equitation on the Flat. Junior Nicholle Hatton 
edged Baylor’s Mary Brown 71.5-69 in Rein-
ing.

The next competition for the Wildcats will 
be at the Big 12 Championships on March 27-
28 in Fort Worth, Texas.

By Andrew Hammond
the collegian

K-State rides to upset 
victory over No.1 Baylor

The No. 6 K-State women’s track and fi eld 
team came within seven points of bringing home 
a Big 12 Indoor Championship this past weekend 
in Ames, Iowa. Instead, they made history with 
a silver medal as a team – the highest fi nish in 
school history – and two individual fi rst-place 
fi nishes.

The men’s team, meanwhile, fi nished in ninth 
place with 43 points, 97 points behind the Texas 
Longhorns, who swept both the men’s and wom-
en’s championships.

In the women’s high jump event, the Wildcats 
swept the top three spots, with sophomore Kim 
Williamson winning her fi rst-ever Big 12 title. Ju-
nior Akela Jones and senior Alyx Treasure, who 
each cleared 1.84 meters, rounded out the event 
fi nishing second and third, respectively.

Williamson secured high jump by narrowly 
edging out Jones and Treasure by .03 meters with 
a personal-best 1.87 meter jump.

Also securing her fi rst Big 12 Championship 
was junior thrower Dani Winters, who captured 
the gold medal by less than a meter. She has now 
won the event in three-straight meets and four 
meets overall on the indoor season.

Winters fi nished sixth in the same event at 
the indoor championships a season ago. This time 
around, she beat her mark by 1.25 meters, which 
is just over a 4-foot improvement.

The women also saw multiple athletes break 
school records at the meet. Freshman sprinter 
A’Keyla Mitchell and junior sprinter Sonia Gas-
kin broke records in the 200-meter and 600-yard 
events, respectively.

Jones also broke the school record in the 
60-meter hurdle event. She was honored by the 
conference at the conclusion of the meet as the 
highest-point scorer with 24 points.

For the men, freshman NaTron Gipson shined 
with a second-place fi nish in the high jump event. 
Gipson nearly upset the No. 1 high jumper in the 
country, Texas Tech Senior Jacorian Duffi eld.

Gipson and Duffi eld were the only two com-
petitors to make it past the 2.22 meter mark before 
faulting three times at 2.25 meters. Gipson was 
relegated to second place because of his single 
fault in the 2.22 meter height, with Duffi eld jump-
ing the height without a single fault.

K-State crowns two, makes history 
at Big 12 Indoor Championships

Cassandra Nguyen | the collegian
Sophomore hunter seat Henley Adkins rides 
Romeo at the K-State vs. Baylor equestrian meet 
on Saturday at Timbercreek Stables. The Wild-
cats had a 10-9 victory against No. 1 Bears.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

EQUESTRIAN

TRACK AND FIELD

By Emilio Rivera
the collegian

Parker Robb | the collegian
Junior cross-country/mid-distance runner Sonia 
Gaskin runs down the fi nal stretch to take the 
win in the women’s 600-yard run at the K-State 
Open track and fi eld meet Feb. 20 in Ahearn 
Field House. Gaskin set a school record for the 
fastest time in the event on an oversized track 
with her second-place fi nish of 1:19.46.

T
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